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CITY OF GOSNELLS — STREET NAMES — EX-SERVICEMEN 

Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [5.53 pm]: I would also like to thank Suzanne Veletta for all her 
help over the past two and a half years since I arrived in this place. I remember a number of occasions when 
I rushed in to bring her a petition containing thousands of signatures and she had to quickly process it before the 
start of the Parliament. My sincere thanks for your assistance and best wishes to you in your new posting. 

In my remaining time, I wish to quickly report a situation to the house. Back in October 2016, when I was 
a councillor for the City of Gosnells, it came to my attention that streets would not be named after two soldiers 
from the Gosnells area who were killed in the Korean War and the Vietnam War. There has been a tradition to 
name streets in the Gosnells area after fallen soldiers. After consulting with the Gosnells RSL, I moved a motion 
in October 2016 to ask the administration of the city to honour Private Allen Head and Private James Webster, 
both from the Gosnells area, when a new street needed to be named. 

Private Allen Head was a member of the 1st Battalion Royal Australian Regiment. He was killed in action on 
17 November 1952 at the age of 19. His nephew came to a council meeting back in 2016. He was happy to learn 
that the Gosnells city council was looking to name a street after his uncle. 

Private James Webster was a member of Bravo Company 5RAR. He was travelling in an armoured personnel 
carrier in Long Hai Hills when he was killed by a Viet Cong landmine at the age of 22. The council meeting, 
including a councillor by the name of Terry Healy, the current member for Southern River, passed the motion 
unanimously. Earlier this week, I was notified by the City of Gosnells that a new street was being opened in 
Beckenham and it was proposed to name it after Private Allen Head. The street would be called Head Close. The 
motion on the agenda on Tuesday night was adopted by the council, again unanimously. I was notified that the 
city is also actively looking at a street to commemorate Mr Webster. I would like to thank the City of Gosnells for 
following through that motion. It is very important that we always remember and honour those who have paid the 
ultimate sacrifice for Australia and Australians. I am glad that a street will be named after Private Allen Head and 
I look forward to the day when a street will be named after Private Webster. 

House adjourned at 5.57 pm 
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